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Yes that is my name. I was born 
on September 7, 1992 in Salem 
Illinois to Troy and Kathy Decker. 
I have a sister named Charli who 
is two years younger than me.  

My Father is a truck driver and my 
Mother raised kids and is now a 
secretary at my hometownôs local 
real-estate agent office. I went to 
school at Salem Community 

High School where I was involved with the FFA 
Organization.  

In my four years, I was the Salem Chapter President, 
and Section 21 Vice President where I went around 
and taught local high school students about how they 
can get involved in Agriculture. I then transferred to 
Kaskaskia College where I majored in Horticulture 
and was the Post-Secondary Agriculture Students 
Horticulture Representative. After receiving three 
certificates I moved to Murray Kentucky and attended 
Murray State University and also majored in 
Horticulture.  

While attending, I worked for the schoolôs Pullen 
Farm, I was involved as the Agronomy Club 
Secretary, Horticulture Club Vice President, 
Collegiate FFA Organization Public Relations Officer, 
Living Waters of the World Treasurer, and was a 
member of the 2015 Horticulture Judging Team and 
2016 Soil Judging Team. After graduating with my 
Bachelors of Science Degree in May of 2016, I moved 
to St. Louis in June of 2016 and am now employed at 
Aberdeen Heights as the in-house Horticulturalist. In 
Salem Illinois, my Great Uncle got my Fatherôs 
Cousin involved with the IOOF which soon got me 
interested. I became a member of the St. Louis Lodge 
#5 where I currently reside. 

A Message From Our  
Noble Grand 

 

Officers and Members 
 It is with modest pride, earnest 
faith, and deepest loyalty that 
the Officers and I express our 

gratitude to the members of St. Louis Lodge No. 
5 for electing us as officers of this lodge. I know 
that the officers and I are all looking forward to 
having a good year.  We have an excellent team 
of officers with new and veteran members to help 
us as we move on to a new year. Itôs exciting to 
meet new members as they join the lodge and 
participate in our activities.  If you stop and think 
since the beginning of this year 2017 we have 
already initiated new members and completed all 
three degrees.  
 I encourage all members to bring in new 
members. Tell your family, friends and co-
workers who we are and what we do for 
members, family and the community. The food is 
great, the members are always willing to extend 
their hand in friendship and help whenever and 
wherever they can and we have a great time. We 
recently celebrated our 175 year as a chartered 
lodge and with your help we can go continue to 
grow.          Continued on page 4 

************ 
Scholarships 

Information and applications for our scholarship program 
will be available after December 1, 2015. To qualify you 
must be a Third Degree member of the Lodge or the son, 
daughter and grandchild of a living Third Degree member of 
the Lodge. Contact a  Trustee of the Lodge for further 
information. 

Gunner Decker 



                                                                                  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP ADDRESS /TELEPHONE CHANGES 
 

DELETE 
\ 
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DONôT FORGET TO MAKE THESE CHANGES IN YOUR ROSTER 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

 
NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER____________________________________________ 
 
IF YOU HAVE MOVED, CLIP THIS FORM AND MAIL TO; 
 
       Robert J. Mayer Sr. - Secretary 
       St. Louis Lodge No.5, I.O.O.F. 
       3765 Lindell Blvd. 
       St. Louis, Mo. 63108-3411 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BROTHERS 
 

         March APRIL 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DRAWING 

LODGE OFFICERS 
 

Noble Grand 
Ray White ééééééé...é...314-567-0455 
Vice Grand 
Wilfred Soutiea Jréééééééé.(314) 846-0015 
Secretary 
Robert J. Mayer Sr..........................314-771-2652 
Financial Secretary 
Charles Whisenhuntééééé...314-353-3542 
Treasurer 
Richard A. Roeschééé...é.......636-931-4829 

 
Special Relief Committee 

 
Richard Aguilar éééé..............314-644-1126 
Craig A. Skinnerééééé..é...314-839-3081 
Lee T. Rauhutéééééé...é..314-521-3302 

Sick and Shut-ins 
 
Clifford Thurstonéé...éé.314-541-9221 
Richard Dumontééééé..314-631-4040 
 
These are your brothers that are not able to get out 
because of injury or illness. Give them a call to let 
them know we are thinking about them. 

Reminder 

For those of you that donôt know it. 

We have some handicap supplies that 

can be loaned to you. If you are in 

need of a walker, cane, crutches, potty chair, 

shower bench or wheel chair see one of the lodge 

officers for more information. 
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NOTICE 
We are planning to update the Lodge Membership Roster Booklet soon.  In an effort to as-
sist us, please forward any new contact information to include your email address to the 
Lodge Secretary. 
  

Norman Schultheis 3 

Richard Swanson 3 

John Eckert 6 

Bradley Vaughn 6 

Kenneth White 6 

David Vogler 7 

Dwight Wyatt 8 

Rudolph Beuc III 9 

Lionel Goede 9 

Rex Gooch 9 

Ronald Angel 13 

Cody Wilde 13 

Francis Lavar Jr. 14 

Daniel Hiatt 15 

LaVerne Sailor 16 

Paxton Rogers 20 

Robert Bruckner 20 

Jasper Mangiore 27 

  
  

  

Richard Walsh 1 

Jeremy McCoy 6 

Thomas Dittrich Jr. 10 

Leroy Jennings 10 

Johnny Naylor 14 

Billy Ross 15 

William Stephenson 19 

Elmer Kalal 23 

Eric Raney 23 

Gary Nelson 25 

Stanley Bialczak 26 

CaSEY Liotta 30 

Ray White 30 

  

  

  

  

  

12-31-16  Lee Rauhut WINNER 

1-7-17  Peter Cauchon WINNER 

1-14-17  John Eckert WINNER 

1-21-17  Patrick Yancey WINNER 

1-28-17  Lee Rauhut WINNER 

2-4-17  John Bayer WINNER 

2-11-17  Craig Skinner WINNER 

2-18-17  Peter Cauchon WINNER 

2-25-17  James Cauchon WINNER 

    

Come to a meeting and your name could be on this 
list. 



A place of  honor 
 

The Gadsden Flag  
 

The Gadsden Flag Commodore Esek (or Essex) Hopkins, of 
Rhode Island, was the first man to be Commander in Chief of the 
American Navy.  At the time he took command, the use of flags 
depicting rattlesnakes, was quite common in Rhode Island.  
 

It is not surprising; therefore, that he chose a coiled snake with 
the defiant motto ñDonôt Tread on Meò for his personal flag of 
rank.  The coiled snake was a warning signal that danger lurked 

for those that would deny the people their inherent rights of freedom from oppression and the 
sanctity of their homes against intrusion.  The symbolism of the yellow field is not known.  
Colonel Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina was impressed with Commodore Hopkinsô 
flag and had a copy made for the legislature of his home state.   
 
As a result, the flag has often been referred to as the Gadsden Flag.  Similar flags were used on 
land and at sea throughout the Revolutionary War.  Commodore Hopkins was dismissed for 
incompetence, but Brothers Joshua Barney, Edward Preble, Samuel Tucker, Abraham 
Whipple, Jeremiah OôBrian, and John Paul Jones made our Navy into the proud fighting 
force that it is to this day. 
 
 
 
 

************************ 
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NEWS FLASH  -  NEWS FLASH 
 
The winter Fun Bowling Fun Tournament is now history.  We have 
winners in each category that will be announced and special awards 
given out at our annual banquet in August. There were 24 members 
and their significant others signed up to bowl.  We actually only 
had 19 in attendance.  We had 8 lanes reserved with possible 32 
bowlers.  The Lane Manager graciously did not charge us for the 

lanes we did not use. 
 
The Bowling Committee will meet to discuss the merits of having another Fun Tournament 
this summer but the possibilities are becoming slim and slimmer due to attendance.   Since we 
have first started the tournament we changed the format from six games to four games of 9-
Pin, No-Tap that greatly speeded up the tournament.  We now start at 1:00 P.M. and are 
usually finished by 4:00 P.M. at the latest.  Everyone seems to enjoy this format so if we have 
another Fun Tournament weôll stay with the same format provided we sign up enough 
participants.  This is open to everyone who is a member and a guest.  You donôt have to be a 
league bowler or an experienced bowler you just have to be able to roll the ball down the lane. 
 
We ask the membership if they want to have another Fun Tournament and what kind of 
support/attendance can we expect in the future?  The Bowling Committee will start signing up 
for the July tournament just to see how much response we will have.  
 
The committee members are Richard Aguilar, Craig Skinner, Charles Whisenhunt, Richard 
Roesch, Walter Sawicki and Robert Mayer Sr. 

The above information is provided by Pete Cauchon, member of Heroes of ô76, Flag Team, National Sojourners.  

POWER OUTAGE 

Due to a power outage, the house was very dark so the paramedic 

asked Kathleen, a 3-yr old girl to hold a flashlight high over her 
Mommy so he could see while he helped deliver the baby. 

 Little Connor was born. The paramedic lifted him by his feet and 

spanked him on his bottom and he began to cry. The paramedic then 

asked the wide-eyed 3-yr old what she thought about what she had 
just witnessed.  She quickly responded ñHe shouldnôt have crawled in there in the first 

place, spank him again. 

From the Secretaryôs Desk 


